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T Is nothing In life so selfish
ns youth, and no ono knows
this so well aa a mother. This

'Poignant truth has been put Into
"The Nest" by Paul Gcraldy, though
little of Its poignancy is realized In
the acting at the Forty-eig- Street
Theatre.

It Is surprising and regicttnble that
jGrace George, In translating the play
from the French, did not sec her way
clear to acting the mother Instead of
letting the role go to Lucllc Watson,
for If she had done so there would no
doubt be quite a different story to tell.
Miss George could have given the
character a delicate sensitive appeal
that Is barely suggested by Miss Wat-
son In spite ot her uncommon skill
nnd intelligence. This is said with
"the feeling that what has been done
I fair to neither woman.

If ever there was a play of heart-Mh- o

it is "Tho Nest." with the moth-
er finding herself as far outside the
lives of her married daughter and her
philandering son as though sho were

stranger, or at most a mere ac-

quaintance. Her tragedy Is seen clos-

ing In upon her even in the comedy
of an exceedingly clear and skilfully
written first act filled with the nerv-
ous gaiety and distraction of the
daughter's wedding day. In the whirl
of it the nineteen-year-ol- d son Is

Vthrown with a woman old enough to
lie Jits godmother, yet young enough
to glvo him the answer to the rcstivc-rtes- s

that has been puzzling him.
Swiftly, cruelly, yet admirably, the
dramatist establishes a situation of
which tho mother must Inevitably be
the victim.

"v- -t only one point can the truth of
GeraraVs work be questioned, and It
Is reached six weeks later, when the
godmother opens a letter from a
woman to the boy and Mme. Ilamelln
guesses from heragitation that Kvc-ill-

is her son's mistress. Hero the
iuthor may be suspected of a weak-
ness for Sardou's old bag ot tricks,

'usually scorned by the modern French
incalist. But thero aro no more

at thrilling expedients as the
mother tries to make the best ot mat-Ucr- s.

As for tho father, he moicly
mmllea with a certain satisfaction on
'learning that his son has an eye for

n attractive woman.
Meanwhile, the boy eludes his

,inother at every opportunity until she
nalns his confidence by telling htm
lhat aho knows he Is In love und
mympathizes with him, but this mo-

mentary bond is broken as soon aa
lihe learns Tio is spending money on
In. pleasure-lovin- g actress. Tho boy Is
ivlrtually lost to her. and when the
daughter gets back from her wedding
'trip she Is comparatively casual In
'Jier delayed visit to tho parental home
,and covetous of various furnishings
with which to adorn her new "nest."
'it la as a lonely widow that the
ijnother goes to her daughter's apart-ment--

her silver wedding annlver-nar- y

In the hope of being asked to
stay to dinner, only to decline a
perfunctory invitation to Join the
younger guests. More pathetic still la
her lingering to speak with a servant
as a last excuse for remaining a min-
ute or two longer. Finally she goes
out through a door leading to the ta'

stairway, which her son, now
,ln military training and on leave in
Paris, had taken a short time before
'in order to avoid meeting her and
explaining he couldn't visit her just
.then as he waa going to see some ono
else. The door closes behind a mother
Icarrylng with her on empty heart.

Some of this, but by no means all,
JIlss Watson makes you feel. No
'fault can bo found with her wedding
diy scene, for she acts It charmingly,
But later on she Is too worldly In
manner, too brittle, or what you like,
tto convey the silent grief of tho
woman. Sometimes the note is lost
In haste, as, for Instance, when. In
looking at tho photograph sent tho
obn, oho abruptly follows a talk with

About Plays
and Players
By BIDE DUDLEY

trr TlllULMl FAVEBSIIAar. star
Wring In "Tho Squaw Man" at

Astor Theatre, states fear
lessly and with considerable aplomb,
whatever that Is, that he Intends to
play "Hamlet" next fall. Ho has
acted other Shakespearian roles n
ihla time but never the melancholy
Dane.

"When I act namlct," he jaid
last night, "I intend to act him as
well as declaim him. Tho trouble
With Hamlet is that he is read and
never acted. This Is usually because
few players have the physical endur
once to act tho role."

Wo once saw a. young lawyer in
Leavenworth, Kan., named Mann act
(Hamlet. The show started at 8, and
When we left lit 1 A. M. was still
ROlng strong. Mann was a physically
robust fellow, a fact he proved later

n licking several guys who men
lloned his excellent acting. We were
only twelve years old nnd we ran all
k lie way home that night, thus foiling

he throngs of hold-u- p men, abduc
ftfws and murderers who lurked along

se route.

OBSERVATIONS.
; We saw "Pins and Needles" when It

vptnett at tho Shubert Theatre
Wednesday evening and hardly recog'
r.lzed It In London last June wo ac
companlod Marc Klaw to a perform
ance of "Pins and Needles" at tho
ja!etjr Theatre and Wednesday ere- -

nine we expected to enjoy again ecv

the husband by remarking pensively
"She Is pretty!" Pause here might
given a world ot meaning that is
missed In thc hurry of this significant
moment. Artjttn, In nsnurlng tho boy
she shares tils feelings gladly, she
falls to suggest tho pang this must
cost tho mother. But there Is true
pathos In her final scene of forlorn
widowhood.

Juliette Crosby und Kenneth Mac-Kcn-

act exceedingly well as the
selfish children, and in changing from
a wedding dress to u travelling mil t
Miss Crosby achieves a revelation
with neatness and despatch. Chris-
tine Norman plays the fallen god-

mother humanly, and Frank Burbcck
bearsip bravely as tho father, though
In doing it ho is unbelievably stolid
for a Frenchman.

If the acttng isn't all ltv should be,
"The Nest" Is so poignant and
human that much may be forgiven.

THE BIG LITTLE FAMILY

LITTLE MARY MIXUP
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eral features of the London produc
tion. But they were not offered.
Where. Mr. De Courvllle. tho follow
wo tried all sorts comical
such Juggling, &c..
nnd always failed And
where is the lady who opened a llttlo
window the set at ono sldo and sang

Nover Knew Could Lovo Any-
body" across tha stage to a man peek-
ing out a similar window? And
where "Tho Dance of Death," the
dromatlo sketch that Impres-
sively acted? Of course, know you
couldn't have the Slaters over
here tout well, how aro you, anyway?

A theatrical man came to us yester-
day with the statement that the num-
ber of road companies playing tho one-nig- ht

stands thta season Is 1,000 less
than was six years ago. This
means, he said, that 15,000 actors and
other attaches are out of worn
through tho of these
road ventures. Ho explained that high
railroad fares, high salaries and Kquity
restrictions have discouraged tho
small-tlm- o manager. We should lio
ylad to print a htatcmcnt from tho
Kquity on this subject, or letters from
managers wlio liavo quit. Oomo on,
folks; let's get to tho bottom of it, be-
fore they makn restaurants and gar
ages out of all tho one-nlg- stand
theatres.

THE LIBERTY'S NEXT.
To the Ladies," new comedy

George Kaufman and Marc Con
nelly, authors "Duley." tvjll bo. tho

Ctm. vn (N. Y. y. World) By Prat Pub. Co.
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of Harlem hays she craves
a sweetheart with view to matri-
mony. This little lady has written ui
such nn earnest plc.i for nld In lior
quest that we intend to spuro no
pains to get her nafely mnrrioil off

wo wish to hay that all
the proposals wo print hero aio gen-

uine. Wo rccclvo about half dozen
a day nnd many of them me really

To

pitiful cases. Hut as to
boys:

oni a Utile tin I,

fiend is nil uwhirl
I have no

Avi so they say,
to a iuy,

And so I crave o

I icic
1atst Oh, the store.

I dance and play and sing,
Caii cook Most

Oh, who will be my

If a chap there is who's free.
And thinks he's just for vie.

Oh, let him fly on hiih
For the dear rabti
To make him e'er my

noxl attraction at tho Libiii Th
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now at tho Liberty, will dose Satur-
day nljrht, Feb. 18, and go to

Helen Hayes and Otto Kru-g- or

nro featured In tho cast of "To
tho Ladies," whioh Includes oJeo Isa-
bel Irving, George Howell. Percy
Holton, Habert Klske. Norma Mitch- -
oil, William Seymour and others.

George M. Cohnn has an-
other company rohearsinc "Tho
O'llrlon Glil," nnd will launch It out
of town on Fob. 20.

KEITH DINNER- -

A group of well known people yos-tcrd-

proposed to 10. V. Albeo that
ho accept a testimonial dinner as a
fimtnro ot tho celebration of tho third
of a century oelobrtvtlon
of tho H. ' Keith Vaudeville Circuit,
of which Mr. Albce is tho 'head. Will-la- m

C. Jlreed, Howard Pressor and
William V. King delivered tho pro-
posal. Mr. Allioo expressed himself
as highly honored but declined to ac-
cept. saying all tho
manngiTH of tlio Kolth (Mivuit and its
nltlllated interests, tin well as many
vaudovillo artists, should U included
in tl)o honoi.-- , if jKisslble. nio dinner
will protMhly bo arningrd ns Mr.
Albeo suggests.

BALL FOR ACTORS' FUND.
The iw.ll which tho Allied Arts of

tho '1'hPatro will give for the benefit
ot the Ac tors' Fund nt the Hotel
Astor, Fob ;'.'., will bo iitnh r tho

or tho Sixty Club Tho Man-
aging Coinmiii.M. ih made n of Cnth-tain- c

Cdlvcil, Klsio Jama, Marllynn
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etunUJ,

Duncan

Helena

Helena-re- ad,

succtlicart,

Twenty-tw- o

sweethoirt.

surelyby

anything.
sweetheart

swecliicuit.

ho

Phila-
delphia.

PROPOSED.

anniversary

Miller, Mae Murray, Vtvtenne Regal,
Pearl Wlilte, Julia Sanderson, Irving
Berlin, IUchard Daniel
Frohmaji, 6am Hardy, S. Jay Kauf-
man, Jrthn W. Itumsey and H. li.
Warner.

NUTT'S DOPE.
Jefferson Shrewsbury Nutt, special

correspondent of this column, re-

turned to Bogash, O., Monday and
to-d- wo are In receipt of a letter
from him' suggesting a story.

"I hear," says Mr. Nutt, "that
Senator Ilriand, former Prime Presi-
dent of Paris, says golf Is 'Just hit-

ting a silly little ball.' This will stir
up tho golfers of the United States
and ought to glvo us a great story.
Why not have I and tho wlfo run
down to New York nnd Interview
Molla Busted tho noted golf cham-
pion, nnd tho Original Celtics, that
great golf aggregation?
they would say Hrland never learned
golf and suggest that ho wield a
sputter a few times, or' a smashle.
I could get ti great roar from these
golf fiends, while the wife could till
how tho lady niblicks cried about it
and were heart-broke- n. If you want
this feature notify us nt once and
Vent $11. Busty Marshall, colored, of
this city, who announced ho was a
candidate for Postmaster last week, it,

sore. Jnck Sullivan told him he'd
have to write nn essay on fence posts
to get tho job nnd ho spent two
days at It. To-da- y he discovered the
truth and met .luck. Much excite-mcn- t

but could learn nothing. Jeff."
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GOSSIP.
Charles Do Lima and Carlotta

Monterey will bo In "Madame Pierre."
Jack Mason Is putting on numbors

for "Tho Blushing Bride."
Cleveland Bronner and Ingrld Sol-fe-

havo been engaged for "Mako It
Snappy."

Kdgar Sclwyn Is to write and stage
Keith vaudovillo acts; M. S. Bcntham
will maniigo them.

"Tho Midnight Rounders" Is to bo
presented In Shubert vaudovillo. Green
and Blyler, Harry Htnes und tho Hath
Brothers are in It.

There Is nn press
agent In the Broadway district. As
yet he has not used radio phono
stories in his work.

A. G. Dclamatcr's forthcoming vent-
ure his play by Pjilllp Bartholomao
and Kmll Nytrey will bo called "Broi
ken Branches."

Kdgar Nelson has been added to the
cast of tho now musical play, "Just
Ueoaudo," now In rehearsal.

Jladam Petrova's fiftieth perform-
ance in "Tho White Peacock" will bo
attended by a contingent of
lieilevuo Hospital nurses.

Ada King of "A Bill of Divorce-
ment" has nppcarcd In twenty English
films but has never seen henelf on
the Hereon.

Jack Ostormnn will begin an en-

gagement nt tho Riverside Theatre
Monday. Jack may be seen in musical
comedy this Summer.

A THOUGHT FOR TO-DA-

A Brooklyn caud maker is suing a

He's Metier Qualified!

Wasn't Achievement

0Mt Ou'?HT"

mMP llK

Wait What Ferdie Gets!
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weight-liftin-

ludicrously?

abandonment

ill..PROPOSALS

Incidcntully,

Individually,

Barthelmoss,

Undoubtedly

"7

extraordinary

girl on the claim that she Jilted him.
Oh fudge! Wellsvillo Optic.

FOOLISHMENT;
(City Series)

Cleveland is a right nice city.
Oirls out there are often pretty,
Dempscy won his title near there.
Don't you knock tt don't you daiet
Home of statesmen and the' like,
Young mien favor the Van Dyke.
Cleveland, you deserve three cheers,
Itut, alaq, I am in tears.

Be brave, dear heart!

FROM THECHESTNUT TREE.
"My son, I3ph, he's takln' a course

In singln' music."
"Whah's ho at, Mrs. Scroggings?"
"At Homo musical col I ego dcy calls

Sing Sing."

THE SECRET OF SUCCESS
4 1 XX7 THAT is the secret of sue- -

cess?" asked tho Sphinx.
"Push," paid the Button.

"Tako pains," raid tho Window.
"Always keep cool," said tho Ico.
"Bo up to date,"- said tho Calendar.
"Never lose jour head," said the

Barrel.
"Make light of everything," sa'd

the Fire.
"Do a driving business," said tho

Hammer.
"Aspire to greater things," hald th

Nutmeg.
"Kind i good thing and stick to it,''

said, the Glue. Current Opinion,

TT" Yl nTlllOTTTrriTTTTTO
E-.T.- -

Screenings
By DON ALLEN

"NO TICKEE."
Thomas Gubbins, who lived for

years In China, speaks in many of
the nativo dialects; Knowing the
Chinese customs so well, he waa en
gaged to assist Norman Dawn in di-

recting "The Vermilion Pencil."
Naturally, all went well in tho film,
with this combination, but this littlOc
yarn doesn't concern that at all.

Gubbins ambled to a Chlncso laun
dry a couple of days ago for his other
collar. He had lost the ticket. He
spoke every dialect he had ever heard
or learned. The Chinese was

"No tlckce? No washce!" he bro- -
midlcally explained, and Tom went
si way empty handed.
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LA GRIPPE.
A studio "grin" was used ns un

i motion barometer during the recent
t'iming of tho "Dust Flower." Tim
larticular workman was so vlstbl
affected by the pathos going on In Un-

set that he would stied real weeps.
All the director had to do in old- -

to find out whether the scene w is
pathetic or not was to glnnco at Hit
oyes of the scene shifter. If tluy
were moist, the heart stuff was ruui- -
fair; if they were damp, It was prcll:-nea- r

all right, and if the tears rcu
flowed, then all was well.

It that workman had developed !.
fever, they'd still be shooting remote
shots nnd tho "dust" in the til
would have turned to mud long ago.

TITLES AGAIN.
That film titles and sub-titl-

coming more and more to tho fore
evidenced by tho great guffaws
laughter that greeted tho best sub
title of last week. It Isn't necessary
to press agent tho film or star In order
to tell the .sub-titl- e. The sccno showed,
a lot of screen types eating. Ono had
a generous supply balanced on a two-edge- d

knife. Another character placed
a restraining hand on the arm of tho
other:

"Don't bite tho knife that fecd-j- '
you!" was the title.

Foolish, you might say, but
a big laugh.

ED'S FAVORITE.
Ed Wynn has two favorite theatres.

Of course, for business purposes,
"The Perfect Fool" prefers tho
George M. Cohan, but when It comes
down to pleasure ho has selected
"The Mayfalr," down Great Neck
way.

Manager George Duck, no relation
to Mallard or Teal, specializes In
Harold Lloyd comedies, and Charlie
Chaplin pictures, "just so," ns lv
glibly says,' "Ed can seo how to be-

come a more perfect perfect fool than
he is on the stage."

STILL'S.
Beatrice Van is the author of "Ho

Crazy," Dorla May's latest.
Sessue Hayakawa affixed his sis- -

natura to 188 of his photographs anr-v- r

gifts to the omcers and cadets oi. .
the Japanese training ship Tsal Maru.

William J. vLocke's "Tho Glory of
Clementina" will be plcturlzed by
n. C.

Jack Mulhall, handsome young lead.
Ing man of "Turn to the. Bight,' on
his first Eastern visit in "eight years,
was enthusiastically greeted by n
million. Tho 1,000,000 happened to bo
flu germs. HoVnll better by now.

Cecil B. Do MIllc, director general
ot Paramount, arrived home af
ter a strenuous three months; galli.
vantlifg about" Europe. He's chock
full of movio Ideas.

Mack Scnnett came to (bat yesterday
with a regular Charley Schwab. He
can't seo anything but prosperity for
years and years.

Teddy, tho Mack Scnnett dog actor,
is able to bo about, following his re-
cent nccldcnt, but about Is about all
so far.

Grant C. Carpenter, Goldwyn scen-
arist, was asked to take an afternoon
off recently and teach a class how to
write. He advised tho class to corner
a surgeon and learn carving in three
hours.

Thomas Mclghan'a latest, "Tho
Proxy Daddy," line been completed in
Hollywood.

Mary Miles Mintor has Just fin
ished "The Heart Specialist." She
plays tho part of a Turkish beauty.

Gloria Swanson's French maid wasicaught weeping during the filming of
u scene recently. Gloria radiated hap
piness because she had made hrmaid cry. It wasn't that mt all.
maid, had lost her pocketbook,'i

V?'-'"- f


